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PctitiOM d e i i p e ^ t o let 
Southwestern Bell Telephone 
underat«nd that Eagle Lake 
wants better telephone service 
were distributed this week in 
advance of a visit next Tuesday 
by a SWB representative. 

The petitions were discussed 
Monday at the chamber's mon­
thly board meeting, attended 
by a record 30 people with An­
na Lee Higgins lAnna Lee's 
Kitchen) catering the meal in 
her home. The group heard 
from an LCRA representative, 
and listened to a report from 
police chief Ben Johnson on the 
developing Crime Stoppers 

program here. 
Chamber president Don Ben­

dy urged chamber members to 
attend city council's meeting 
Tuesday. The chamber opened 
the door with the telephone 
company by investigating 
whether the city was in Une for 
new telephone switching 
equipment that would provide 
the area with several benefits. 
Council joined in and invited 
representative Paul Johnson to 
next Tuesday's meeting, 
providing the forum for 
discussion of Bell's plans. 

The petitions were made 
Monday afternoon, and have 

Public opinion on 
issues needed now 
If there ever was a time for you to speak up at an Eagle 

Lake city council meeting, next Tuesday is the time. 
At least four major issues will be on the agenda, and councU 

is seeking the direcUon of city residents, before decisions are 
made. The meeting will be July 28 at 7:80 pjn. in the 
Municipal Building 

The issues concern: Commerce St. and whether it should 
become one-way north; the munidpal airport and whether the 
runway ought to be lengthened and the facility rejuvenated; 
Southwestern Bell telephone and whether local equipment 
ought to be modernized, and the state department of highways 
and whether a signal light should be installed on Main St., and 
whether FM 102 should be re-routed. 

It is rare when an issue comes before council that public 
opinion is so widely sought, let alone so many issues at one 
tUne. However, councU and several groups in town see the op­
portunity to show strength in seeking improvenunta. 

The airport iuue, for Instance, is a priority item with the 
Industrial Foundation, and council has the opportunity to ap­
ply for sUte fuadiBf, •Ithmigh moeh «l tbs w<srk wmM be at 
ills aui'm'miimmm^mmm Is running but m founditlon mem­
bers who have made personal financial pledges to help secure 
new employers in the dty. in an effort to provide a new source 
of revenue for iJl buslneeses. They now feel it is the city's turn 
to lends its financial strength. 

An improved airport, foundation members believe, will 
provide another incentive for bualnMses that might like to 
locate here. 

Following the same reasoning, the foundation and the 
chamber also are urging their members to speak up at council 
when Paul Johnson, a Southwestern Bell represenUtive. is 
scheduled to diMUSS the telephone company's future for the 
Eagle Lake switching station. Some believe the company is 
deciding where to spend its new equipment money, and they 
want to make sure residents of Eagle Lake make it known 
that new switching equipment is needed and wanted here. Not 
only would it improve local service and make touch tone ser 
vice available, but also it could be another sales point in at­
tracting new companies who might make use of telephone 
lines for computer communications. 

The commerce street one-way issue is being brought up 
again, because council apparently feels those who make left 
turns out of the First National Bank drive-up windows are en­
dangering themselves and others. The problem is that a 
policeman would have to be glued to the spot to enforce a no-
ieft-turn ordinance and to issue tickets to offenders. Also, 
there is a problem of where to place signs so drivers see them. 

Last week, council discussed making the street one-way 
from Main to the left turn behind the municipal building's Post 
Office. That unnamed street would be one-way west, giving 
drivers easier access to the mail boxes there. Council feels s 
one-way street is more enforceable, because motorists would 
be more aware of it. but they are leery since s similar issue 
has failed to be accepted at least three times in the past 
decade. Those who favor it aren't that vocal, and those who 
oppose it speak up with such comments as: Eagle Lake is too 
sniall a town for a one-way street, or simply why change 
things. 

The fourth item almost is s moot Question. Council 
unanimously wants a signal light installed at FM 102 (Lakeside 
Drive) and Main St. (U.S. 90-A) at the Lake Oil Mobile sUtioo. 
The highway department wanU it installed a block west, st 
Allen. Council has unanimously rejected that idea, and the 
highway department says that the intersection st Lakeside 
doesn't qualify for a light because there isn't enough traffic, 
and that the railroad tracks and the location of Beaks St. 
makes it too complicated. Mayor Elmer Struss is sttempting 
to set up another meeting with the district highway engineer 
from Cuero. even, he said, if they have to nseet half way in 
Hallettsville. 

Also, the highway department is trying to find a way to 
solve the problem of the narrow lanes of FM 102 at its inter 
section with McCarty. next to the Farris 1912. The raihroad 
apparently never gave right of way for the road to be located 
there, and tsnt about to grant one now so the road can be 
widened to make it safer for large trucks nuking right turns 
onto McCarty. Widening also would eliminate the mud-hole 
blight at the corner of the Farris property. 

The highway department has suggested FM 102 leave iU 
present course at Stevenson, cross the railroad tracks at that 
point, then be routed along nuin street to the fiashing stop-
Ught at McCarty. It is unlikely that ever will receive local ap̂  
proval. and council hopes enough people will complain so the 
highway department will relent on the light location, and the 
railroad will relent on its right-of-way. 

The four issues combine into one. If residenU will speak up 
for their city, opinion will be swsyed. If they dont, it is 

been distributed to several 
stores and businesses in town. 
A reprodaettea ai the pedUaa 
appears ea tUs page, and far­
ther discassien of Ceaacffs 
•eet ) i« slae b oa this page- U 
readers are unable to sign the 
petition in stores, or if they 
can't make it to council's 
meeting, they can dip the 
replica st right, and oiail or 
bring it to the Headlight. 
Editor John Fearing is coor­
dinating the petition. 

The idea of the petition is a 
positive one. Fearing said, 
echoing president Bendy's 
conunent that if our community 
doesn't make its wishes known. 
Bell might never invest in 
equipment here. 

"The LCRA representative 
was Don Chovanec of La 
Grange who is in governmental 
affairs, after serving on that 
dty's council and was former 
preddent of the Chamber there. 

He briefly brought members 
up to date on the water 
avaiUbility, the Shaw's Bend 
reservoir |voject, and other 
LCRA matters. He said his job 
was to let communities along 
the Colorado know that "LCRA 
u a whole wants to become 
man involved in your com­
munity ...We are asking how can 
be be of asdstaneer 

On Shews bend, he said the 
LCRA board would be making 
a deddon in a few months on 
whether to proceed with 
project planning. He em-
phadaed that in 1W4, there 
were 78OJ000 acre-feet o< water 

the ilear. aad that 

t/î fiy \\tf availability this year 
is aboat that amount. 

"ITater is going to be in 
great demand in the future." he 
BsU, adding that the priorities 
for hs use first goes to 
maaidpd systems, then to in­
dustry while agricult\ire ranks 
tUid. His figures indicated that 
a MHWS Bend reservoir would 
hold about 128,000 acre feet. 
l i d s will help in the future if 
the dam is found feadble to 
coBdruct," Chovanec said. 

Chovanec said LCRA is 
tyyfa^ to start a customer and 
community relations depar­
tment One concept (rf such a 
department would be * « « ' • [ 
badnesses who contact LCRA 
looking for plant dtes where 
water is avaiUble. He also 
tdked about the Stacy Dam on 
the upper Colorado, and said 
that if LCRA demands it, half 
of the water Stacy holds would 
be releaaed into the HighUnd 
Lakes system feeding the 
Lonrer Colorado. 

Chief Johnson's remarks in­
formed members about the 
reason Crime Stoppers was 
begun. It helps overcome 
apathy of dtisens toward 
reporting crimes, and helps 
them overcome the fear that 
criminals will retaliate against 
them if they speak up. 

Johnson sdd chambers of 
oemmerce usually help support 
a Grime Stopper* program, and 
^tar his presentatioo, Bendy 
sfggested that the chamber 
flfike a dtddoD on that in 80 to 
flidays. 

'He luggested a pledge card 
k prtatod hi The HaadUg)it. 

We. the yadcniiaMl midMU oT i te Cky of Satf l^mtlu 
pndautheeftorooritieSouihwMKrBMITcliplM—" *-•-
of moderniziiig the iwiidiinf eeaipiiMai Mrvles dw 

W« urie thM you felkm thransh *idi wck a 
cquipiiicn not only wW improve icrvlee for arnnm 
but alM urovide the M t wkk modwr key to kt tmm*. Laert 
dooMcd their time, and pMsed their fiaeacial rawmii tvowS 
isuiplieie for giuvtlt. 

SiaocSouihweaem BeO is mch n ingrtiMd pan of_liM CHMMiiqr't. 
pwt, we hope that wit continue in the f iam «Ui dw iaMfsdoaefl l 
ffonic telephone iwitchini cquipaMH. 
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NAME ADDRESS 

seeking donations. Johnson and 
Fearing agreed, and will 
develop one. "I Udnk it (Crime 
Stoppers) is something we can 
use as a commudty," Bendy 
said. 

One member asked Johasoa 
if such s program could be ef­
fective here, in a small town. 
He said that instead of hadac a 
crime d the week pubUdty 

program, as is dMe in larfs 
citiaa. Eagle Lake probaMy 
wooU iMtare a crtae ef te 
moath. Fortoaatefy, Johaaa* 
said. Eagle Lake doMa't have 
that many eriaas to be 
Isatored oa a wwkl. 
Dartd Appsli, geaeral 1 
ofKULMaadabavd 
of Cohaaboi CrtaM fl . . 
said the program haa baM of-
fsctive tlwe. 

Slo-pltch Softball tournament schaduied 
The Eagle Lake Kaiahts of 

Cdumbus have made |Mans to 
host thdr seventh aanoal Men's 
Slo-Pitch SoftbaU Toaroaaient 
oa the weekend of July SMS hi 
EagleLdw. 

The 16 team, doable 
elimination tournament, wiD be 
hdd at the Ctty Ball Park hi 
Eagle Lake. TropUsa win bo 
awarded to the top four taaoM 
along with Moat Valnabla 
flayac. QoUea Qlove aad 10 a l 

T l^ MMoal ereat haU by t l» 
Kaighta of C^aaibas haa 
pravMN poasa m e CMipaiiiMNi 
netw— oMuiy local aad area 
t i a w ovw tht last IMT jmn. 
Aay persoas ar taaas la-
tMWted tai wtariag the tear 
aaaeat akeoM call tha 
loilewiBt kr •ore 
''Ptato^ Broaaeli 
Oarrall QertMB 
Stave AhMMar 

Harvest starts In Eagle Lake 
The Eaaie Lake area rica harvest starts) last week w th Henry 
Sunderman'8 farm claiming the first lot at Eagia Lake Rice Dryer. 
With all the thunderstorms In ths « • • . SundOftnan said Toaaoay. 
"we thought it best to start getting it In." His crews started the 
first cuting last Wednesday. July 10, of his Labelle and on 
Tuesday moved Into the start of his second lot. also Labelle. The 
rice on the levees In that field Is still a little graen, he said, so 
crews were Just cuting between the levaes. Moisture contentot 
the first lot delivered to Eagle Lake Rica Dryer t^^ 22 JHK-
cent. Yield figures were unavailable. R>wafs Farms ' * * | JJ^ 'P ' 
starled cuting Tuesday, af>d Neieon Isanhower was axpaciaa i 
Stan Tuesday or Wedneaday. Bob Cook cut a sample Tuesday af­
ternoon in anticipation of getting started. Louis Schortammer oi 
Rice Industries' dryer, said he expM:tad farmaca to start 
delivering their harvests to his dryer earty rtaxt wesk. Last ween. 

News Notes: 
New Tewa residenU are 

asking their neighbors to give 
U s moath to keep the street 
lighU in the community. U 
every fsmily doesn't piteh in 
euf sUssU will be risrk aai 

at said. Ths laehng is 

EL WIedd of Qanwood finished the first lot of the courtty. 
averaging 33 barreia per acre and 10.8 percent motatura. 
Schorientmer agraed that the harvest will be mors stagflard tNs 
year, for several reasons. Foremoat waa that tha sprir>g planting 
season was so spread out, and second because there are about 
four varietlee being grown and each haa different maturing dataa. 
As for the weather, rice farmers would Ilka to sea tha clear blue 
skies continue, without rain. Becauae of heavy rloe hMda, a 
thunderatorm could knock ttia atalk the the ground decreaairHl 
yield and increasing haoMSt probiema. In fact, Sctiortemmer ad-
dad, s rice farmer doeant awnt rain at all aflar Ma flaida bagbi 
growing well. Heavy nin* waah out tevaaa, and aoma baltava-
ralns tower rice quality and yield wttan It la in ttw blooming and 
heading stage. 
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h bMtassa: There sre 
beaa of aoto. Lake OU 
fonaariy Asbby OB. 
by BeMby Wdsbaha is 
srsa SMtarisU t g m f r « g ^ 
• a ^ t e keep ths tire* • • * » * 

ears sale. Cheek hia Goodyear 
tire ad in thia issue oa Psge 10. 
Then s bit further dewa the 
street JftK's Comer held its of-
fldd opeaiag. There's s photo 
viPsgell . 
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